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PREFACE. 


67 HE feet Singer of Iſrael, in one of his divine 
Z Compoſitions, filled with @ Senſe of Redeeming 
Love, and longing to have it communicated to 
pibers, cries out, Come all ye that fear God, and I 
will tell you what he hath done for my Soul. For 
Bere is nothing more refreſhing to Saints, and encou- 
Faging to Sinners, than to hear that others have paſſed 
rom Darkneſs to Light, and been tranſlated into the 
ngdom of God's dear Son, who were once dead in 
Freſpaſſes and Sins, and alienated from the divine Life 
2s <well as themſelves, For this Purpoſe, undoubtedly, 
; 0 many various Inſtances and Monuments of CHRIST'S 
ree Grace are recorded in the Scriptures. —And for the 
ame End, I think it my Duty to publiſh the following 
Bort Account of Mr, Cruttenden*s Converfion. It 
as written by himſelf, and delivered into the Reve- 
nd Nr. Richardſon's Church, (of which be is now a 
lember). above a Twelve Month ago. —It ftruck me 
uch when I read it, and I doubt not but it will have 
e ſame Effet upon others. 1 am perſuaded, the Au- 

por bimſelf will not be offended at my taking this Li- 
rly, ſince ſo many Copies of it have been already handed 
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about, and ſuch an uncommon Inſtance of Divine 
Grace muſt neceſſarily be of extenſtve Uſefulneſs to abe 
Church of CHRIST. Numbers of the learned and bo- "H 
lite World, in our Metropolitan City, bave been well L 
acquainted with the Author many Years. He was Ne- 
pbetv to the late Reverend Mr. Bragg, was educated Þ 
for, and called to the Miniſtry, and frequently preached 
in his Uncle's Pulpit. — He had alſo large Offers made bs 
him, if be would come over to our Church, but finding 
be did not believe the Truths he delivered, and his Con- EF 
ſcience not permitting him to ſubmit to Calviniſtical Arti- 
cles, and <chich ſet forth the Divinity of Ix sus CurisT, © 
he bad the Honeſty to leave off Preaching, and betook 
himſelf to Trade. — This he purſued with confiderable 
Succeſs, and was alſo choſen the Lord Mayor*s Common- % 
Hunt, a Place of conſiderable Profit. —But lofing a great 
Part of his Subſtance in the South-Sea, he ſold his 
Place, and lived, in a private way, upon what he had 
left, and the Profits of a Place in the Poſt-Office —In % 
this Situation, and in the Fifty Second Year of his Are, 
the Lord T £ $Us was pleaſed to pluck him as a Fire- 
brand out ef the Nre. In what Mamer, be himſelf * 
inferins us in the following Narration.—Only it may be || 
proper to mention, that Mr. Cennick was his Spiritual | 
Father, —T think it is now about two Years ago.— || 
Since that, Mr. Cruttenden bas given evident Proofs 
of a ſound Converſion, has conflantly attended at the 
Place where GOD was pleaſed eſtectually to call him By 
hs Grace, and has there been daily built up in his moſt 1 
holy Faith, — Wh! is bere related, is cnly the Begin- 
ings of what he has felt and experienced ſince; but as 
ihe Scriptures generally g give us an Account only of the i 


Conver/ion | 
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e © Converſion of Sinners, and as this was written by Mr. 
7 Cruttenden's own Hand, and delivered in a ſolemn 
Manner, before many Witneſſes, to a Chriſtian Con- 
9 regation, I apprebend it will meet with the more Cre- 
ait, and anſwer many great Ends. 


d Firſt, It may ſerve to encourage Godly Parents to 
ed pray and ſtill hope for the Converſion of their Children, 


tbo" they may be ſuffered to lie in their Blood for many 
"ws Wears, and they themſelves die before they ſee their 
Prayers anſwered. I remember one of the Fathers told 
Monica, the Mother of St. Auſtin, when fhe almoſt 
Rdeſpaired of bis Converſion, that it was impeſſible for 
n Child to periſh, who had ſo many Prayers of Faith 
Put up for him. — Here is an Account of a Perſon con- 
veried to the Lord IEsus, long after the Deceaſe of his 
Ppious Parents, who undoubtedly had frequently wreſtled 
'sS Fvicth the GOD of all Grace in his Behalf. — I have 
orm many more ſuch Inſtances. — Let holy Parents 
Then always pray for the Converſion of their Children, 
nd not faint. —Let them not think it a Thing incre- 
Wible that G OD ſhould raiſe them, tho* they may be 
ead, and ſtink in Sin, nay, tho* they ſhould be called 
hemſelves into the Stale of the Dead, and leave iheir 
ual bildren unconverted bebind them. GOD may anſwer 
,— Weir Prayers many Years after their Deceaſe. 
Secondly, Thoſe who preach an unknown CHRIST, 
d deal in the falſe Commerce of Truths unfelt, may 
ern of Mr. Cruttenden how to af, viz, decline 
reaching, "till they can ſay, We ſpeak the Things that 
e know. An unconverted Miniſter, like Uriah, car- 
ſes bis Death-IVarrant about him, preach when and 
ere he will, 


Wirdh, 


vi Ie NINA GE 
* Thirdly, The Reader may from hence learn, that the | 


plain ſimple preaching of the Goſpel, and the Power of | 
the Redzemer*s Blood, is the beſt and moſt effeftual q 
Alethed to bring all kind of Sinners bome to GOD, — 

It pleaſes the Lord Je sus, by ſuch Foolifhmeſs of Preach- | 
ing, to convert loſt Sinners —Whilſt talking only of the | d 
Moral Fitneſs and Unfitneſs of Things, and ſpeaking to 

a Congregation as a Cicero, or any other Heathen Phi- 
loſotber <could addreſs them, produces no ſolid abiding © 
Fruits at all. — Men may try their on IWiſdom, and 

depend as much as they pleaſe upon Human Learning 4 


and Moral Perſwafion, (which certainly are good in q 
1 


their Place) but after ut, GOD's own Arm muſt bring 
Salvation, and the Spirit's Almighty Agency be called 
in, to convince @ poor Sinner of his loſs Eſtate, and to 
bring him to a ſolid Foundation in the Blood of IR Sus. 
—Ob that all who preach, would learn to preach in 
the Demonſtration of the Spirit, and with Power ! — i 
Dagon would then fall every where before the Art, 
and Sinners ſlock to JESUS, like Doves to the Win- p 
* 1 
Fourthly, Thoſe ſerious Godly Miniſters among well I 
Diſſenters, who, through Prejudice or promos | 1 
oppoſe, or are ſhy of us, as Ibo ſome dangerous Sett f 
was ſprung up, may, from this, and ſuch like Inſtances, 1 
Begin to reaſon with themſelves, whether we are ſent 
of GOD or not? and <ohether it is not high Time for 
them to acknowledge and adore GOD in bis late ſove- 
reign May of Working, and humbly ſay, Lord, ſend 
by whom thou wilt ſend. Here is an Account of 4 
Learned and Rational Man, brought ta and built up in 
Jesus, by <vbat the World would call unlearned and illi 
9 9 — teraii 
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8 terate Preachers.—This is not the firſt Inſtance ( I would 
F zorue it with Humility) by Hundreds, — And I have often 
= thought that our Saviour has inclined many converted 
unto him thro' bis Grace by us, to join with the Diſſenting 
© Congregations, for a Teſtimony unto them, — No Set o f 
Alen, I think, could do ſuch Things, or meet with ſuch 


Succeſs, unleſs GOD was with them. — It is true, we 
* have been, and, it may be, are daily guilty of manifold 
© Miſtakes and Imprudencies; but we are willing to con- 


"* ef, lament, and amend them, and own ourſelves a 
ms TCompany of poor fallible, yet happy redeemed Sinners, 
= ſimply aiming at GOD's Glory, and willing to ſpend 
and be ſpent for the Good of Souls, not counting our 
Lives dear unto our ſelves, ſo that we may finiſh our 
® Courſe with Foy, and the Miniſtry which we have re- 
¶ceived of Cy RIsT JESUS our LORD and our GOD. — 


is not the firſt Time that our Saviour has perfected 


Praiſe out of the Mouths of Babes, and choſen the 


f weak Things of this World to confound the ſtrong. 


But I would not detain the Reader any longer from 


1 peruſing Mr. Cruttenden's own Account of GOD's 


oy 


gracious Dealing with his Soul. — Such Obſervations as 
I have made, and many others of the like Nature, will 
I naturally occur in reading it. May it be as refreſhing 


| 10 thy Soul, O courteous Reader, as it hath been to 
ent 


mine, and then I ſhall not * that this Was pub. 


bas by 
Thy ſincere Friend, 
and Soul's Well-wiſher, 


G. WHITEFIELD. 
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M r. N. Cr -uttenden. 


\ * 7 HEN the Phariſees enquired of the 
Man who was born blind, of whom 
we read John ix. by what Means, 
and by whoſe Power he had been reſtored to 
his Sight, it appears by his Anſwer, that tho: 
he could not give a circumſtantial Account of 
the Cure, yet he had no doubt of the Fact, 

tho' he could not certainly determine what, or 
where the Perſon was who had wrought this 
Miracle upon him. Vet, this one Thing he 
knew, that whereas he was blind, now he 


faw. - 
I believe this is frequently the Caſe of many 


2 whoſe Eyes the bleſſed Jeſus opens by his Spi- 
Writ, and turns from Darkneſs unto Light. 
Whatever Satisfaction they may have in their 
own Minds, of the Reality of the Change, it 


an) ** be difficult for them to point out to 
B others, 


[10 >) 
others, the ſecret Steps by which it was el. 
ſected.· Should the Queſtion be put to many 
a ſincere Chriſtian, How he was brought into 
this happy State? At what preciſe Time? By 
what Ordinance or Providence it pleaſed God 
to begin a Work of Grace in his Heart? Who 
was made the immediate Inſtrument of his 
Converſion? Or even by what particular Means 
the Work was carried on, till he had the Wit- 
neſs in himſelf of its Truth and Sincerity ? his 
Anſwer would perhaps amount to little more 
than this; I know I was once blind, but now i| 
ee. I 
4 It is often true of the Kingdom of God with- 
in us, as well as that without, that it cometh | 
not with Obſervation. When our bleſſed Sa- 
viour therefore compares the Work of the 
Holy Spirit in the Regeneration of a Sinner, 
to the Wind, the Reſemblance holds good in 
a double Reſpect The Freedom of his Ope- 
rations, with reſpect to the Perſon in whom 
he produces this bleſſed Change, 7t blows 
where it liſteth; and the ſecret but powerful 
Influences which it has on the Soul, thou bear- } 
e the Sound thereof, but knoweſt not whence it i 
cometh, nor <obither it goeth. For this Reaſon, 
the Work of Grace in > Heart of a Believer, 
is compared expreſly to Seed, Mark iv. 26. So 
is the Kingdom of God, as if a Man ſhould 
caſt Seed into the Ground, and ſhould ſleep Bf 
and rife Night and Day, and the Seed ſhould N 
riſe and ſpring up he knows not how: So dif- 
286 ferent, 


| [ 11 ] 
© ferent, fo ſovereignly free are the Methods by 
; which our gracious Father is pleaſed to bring 


By Sinners unto himſelf. 

od F Whilſt ſome are awakened by the Terrors 
ho of the Law, others, with ſweeter Force, are 
his drawn by the Promiſes of the Goſpel. Whilſt 
ns the Arrows of the Almighty ſtick faſt in ſome 


it- 3 earts, and the Poiſon of them drinks u 
his eir Spirits, others are made to feel the mild. 
re r Efficacy of Love and Grace. Whilſt God 
0 hunders from Sinai in the Ears of ſome Sin- 
Pers, to others he reveals himſelf in a ſtill and 
mall Voice; allures them gently into the Wil- 
Herneſs, and there ſpeaks comfortably unto 
hem. 
It is no wonder that in the firſt Caſe, the 
ffrighted Sinner ſhould be able to tell the 
Time when theſe Terrors were firſt excited in 
is Soul; but perhaps it may be more difficult 
Por the latter to trace ſuch Queſtions to any 
Fertain Period, ſo as either to ſatisfy himſelf or 


ful thers in theſe leſs important Circumſtances of 
Time or Place. It is, however, the Duty of 
it Fvery Man who calls himſelf, or would be 
n, Whought a Chriſtian by others, on proper Oc- 
r, aſions, to give the beſt Satisfaction he is able, 
80 il what Manner, and by what Means a ſaving 
Id Work of Grace was begun and carried on in 
ep Wis Soul. This the Apoſtle Peter calls ſancti- 
1d Ping the Lord God in our Hearts, when we 
it- re always ready to give an fnſwer FO eve 


an who aſketh us the 7 of the Hope that 
7s 
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is in us, with Meekneſs and Fear, 1 Pet. iii. 1 5. 
Perhaps this Command may, in ſome Caſes, 
admit of a Limitation, where ſuch Enquiries 
are evidently the Reſult of an idle and imper- 
tinent Curioſity, or the Character of the En- 
quirer gives us no Reaſon to hope that he ei- 
ther propoſes, or is like to receive any Advan- 
tage by an Anſwer. But when either the Ho- 
nour of God, or the Good of others, demand 
this Satisfaction, when the firſt may propably 
be advanced, or the latter promoted, it is a 
criminal Modeſty to be backward, or unwil- 


ng to tell what God has done for our Souls, 


This appears to me more eſpecially reaſon- 
able, when a Church of Chri/t, as ſuch, re- 
quire the Experience of thoſe who deſire Ad- 
mittance into their Communion. They have 
an undoubted Right to receive all the Satiſ- 
faction they can get, as to the Characters of 
thoſe who defire Admittance into their Fellow- 
ſhip, ſince both the Honour of our common 


Lord and Maſter, and the Peace of every par- 


ticular Society may be greatly injured by a 
want of proper Care in this Particular. 
As this is my preſent Caſe with regard to 


you, my Chriſtian Friends of this Church, I. 


ſhall, with all Plainneſs and Sincerity, in the 


PaGare of that God, to whom 1 appeal for 


the Truth of what I now write, endeavour 


to give you the beſt Account I am able, of the 


Hope that is in me with Meekneſs and Fear. 
I thall 
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J ſhall have Occaſion to fay very little of my 
paſt Life, till the Time it pleaſed God to re- 
member his Covenant with my Fathers, and 
falfil his Promiſes to them, of being a God to 
their Seed, as he had been eminently theirs. 

It will be ſufficient to ſay, I was early de- 
voted by my Parents to a Work, for which it 
did not pleate God to fit me, by the beſt and 
molt. valuable Qualifications, his own Grace, 
and the Teachings of his Spirit: Tho' Juſtice 
to their Memory obliges me to own, no Care 
was wanting in them, or thoſe who were ſuc- 
ceſſively entruſted with my Education, either 
by Precept or Example, to breed me up in the 
Nurture and Admonition of the Lord. This 
eflential Defect they at that Time unhappily 
overlook'd; and flatter'd by thoſe under whom 
I was brought up, with ſome tolerable Progreſs 
I had made in Learning, it was reſolved, what- 
ever Averſion I diſcovered to that way of Life, 
I ſhould be a Miniſter. Thus, without any 
terious Concern or Care about my own Soul, I 
was brought up to take the Charge of others. 

It is indeed quite foreign to my preſent Pur- 
poſe, but I have, and probably ſhall ſuffer ſo 
much by the miſtaken Zeal of my good Pa- 
rents in this Matter, that I can't help wiſhing 
my Example may help others to ſee the Ab- 
furdity of educating young Perſons to the Work 
ot the Miniſtry, who diſcover no other Quali- 
fications for it, but a Genius to human Learn- 
ing, and only promiſe to make what the World 


calls 


[14]. 
calls good Scholars. I have no Deſign, bi 
this Digreſſion, to under value a learned an 
regular Education. An Acquaintance with th 
learned Languages, a Knowledge of the Scrip 
ture in their original Tongues, the Study q 
Philoſophy in its ſeveral Branches, are not on 
ly ornamental, but, in ſome Caſes, highly ne 
ceſſary to furniſh out @ Workman, who need 
not be aſhamed, and enable him rightly to di 
vide the Word of Truth. And whenever 1 
pleaſes God to put Grace in the Heart, ther 
will be no Danger of fo much Knowledge 1 
the Head; but without the former, I wi 
venture to aſſert from my own Experience 
and the Knowledge I have had of others, ii 
will oftner lead Men into Errors, than hell 
them to the Knowledge of the Truth as it i 
in Jeſus. And J am verily perſuaded, the ge 
neral falling off from the Doctrines of the Ge 
ſpel, which prevails in the preſent Age, is, i 
a great meaſure, owing to that Pride and Self. 
Conceit which human Learning naturally raiſe 
in the Minds of thoſe who have no bette 
Teacher than their own Reaſon, and are left 
to depend on their own Underſtandings. 1 
am ſure this was my own Cafe. Much Stud 
and little Prayer, much Time ſpent in ancien 
Heathen or modern polite Authors, and litth 
Acquaintance either with the Bible or my ow 
Heart, had the fame Effect on me as St. Paw 
ſays, Knowledge, or what is all one, a Con- 
ceit of it, will always have without Grace; it 


puffed 


[ 03” | 


ffed me up with a vain Opinion of my own 
Weaſon, and a Contempt of every Thing which 
fuſed to be try'd by this (infallible Criterion 
Truth. To this Standard I brought all the 
ip heculiar Doctrines of the Goſpel ; and if they 
oke not according to this Rule, I raſhly, but 
dſtinately concluded, it was becauſe they had 
ot Light in them. It ſeemed to me beneath 
xe Dignity of Human Nature (a Phraſe much 
Requeſt with our modern Infidels) to affent 
any thing as true, for which I could aſſign 
other Reaſon, but that it was revealed. 
he Word Myſtery, notwithſtanding the fre- 
ent Uſe of it by St. Paul, and indeed by all 
e inſpired Writers, ſounded harſhly in my 
Wars; nor could I poſſibly comprehend the 
eceſſity; or even the Fitneſs of ſubduing the 
nderſtanding to the Obedience of Faith. It 
peared to me a very odd Method to make a 
an a Chriſtian, by obliging him to renounce 
at Faculty which alone made him a Man. 
ill of theſe Sentiments, which carried in 
em, at leaſt to my Apprehenſion, the Force 
ſelf- evident Truths, I began to doubt, and 
on made no Scruple abſolutely to deny moſt 
the Doctrines in which I had been bred, 
having received them without any other 
undation than early Prejudice, and at a 
ime when I had no Opportunity of being 
tter inform'd. I ſhall Inſtance only in a 
Www. I could no ways reconcile what is com- 
only called the Doctrine of Original Sin, or 
TEEN the 
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1 
ity of human Nature, 
ſing from Adams Sin, and ſubjecting all 
Poſterity to Death, with the Notions II 
entertain'd of the Divine Juſtice. Still le 
could I comprehend the Neceſſity, or eve 
the Poſſibility of Chri#'s Death being a pri 
per Satisfaction and Atonement to God ii 
Sin; it appearing to me no ways inconſiſtedl 
with any of the Divine Attributes, to parddli 
Sinners on their Repentance and Reformatia x 
The Offers of Grace to all Men, with a fſecrif 
Reſerve, that none ſhould receive the Bene 
of them, but ſuch as had from Eternity be 
choſen in the Divine Purpoſe, reflected, asf 
thought, fo ſtrongly on the Sincerity 
Truth of God, that without Scruple I: cor 
cluded it could have no Foundation but in tl 
Ill- nature of the firſt Inventor of it. But w 
gave me the greateſt Diſtaſte to this meg 
was, that it ſtruck at, and indeed totally e 
ſtroyed my favourite Scheme of F ree-Will, z 
2 Man's own Power to ſave himſelf. The r 
nouncing my own Righteouſneſs, in point 
Juſtification before God, and being entire 
dependant on the Obedience of another f 
Acceptance of every Thing I was capable 
doing, ſeem'd a hard Saying ; and yet it h 
lince appear'd to me more ſtrange, that I ſhou 
put duch a Value on my own Performan 


333 I could not but be conſcious, even H 
that Time, that I had not any good Works 


depend upon. 
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The Freedom with which I avowed theſe 
and the like Principles, and the Warmth with 
which I contended for them in all Companies, 
accafioried many who were equally zealous to 
confute them, to repreſent me as a Deiſt; tho' I 
eally never diſbelieved a Revelation, whatever 
Difficulty I met with to reconcile it with my 
ei favourite Schemes. Nor, after all, was I ever 
o {ure of being in the Right, as not to envy 
hoſe whoſe manner of Life had never led them 
nto ſuch Enquiries, but contented themſelves 
o believe what either their Parents or Mini- 
ers had taught them, without either a Ca- 
ity or Inclination of enquiring for them- 
elves. I knew many ſuch, who with very 
reak Ende, but honeſt Hearts, lived uſefully 
n the World, and comfortably to themſelves, 
ind by the Help, as I then thought, of im- 
plicit Faith, were happy Strangers to the 
W-oubts which perplexed me here, and died 
Erith the comfortable Proſpect of Happineſs 
ereafter. Gladly would I often have ex- 
hanged my Condition with theirs, and parted 
ith all my boaſted Knowledge, for that un- 
affected Peace of Mind which they enjoy'd, 
nd which I had hitherto ſought for in vain. 
_ L have already ſaid, that I was all this while 
o Deiſt, having never been able to find the 
ruth of Divine Revelation fairly diſproved 
dy the boaſted Writings of our modern Free- 
hinkers. However, I could not help read- 


ng their Performances with a ſecret Pleaſure, 
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which had given me ſo much Uneaſineſs, andf 
by this Means rid myſelf of thoſe Fears Which 5 
at Times haunted me with black and melan- | 
choly Reflections. a 
It is now about a Year ago, ſince a Pam! 
phlet of this Kind was put into my Hands 
intitled, Chriſtianity not founded on Arguments 
The Author, whoever he was, under the ApX# 
pearance of being a zealous Advocate for ond L 
of the peculiar Doctrines of Chriſtianity, | 
mean the Work of the Spirit in the Heart q; 
Believers, concealed a very dangerous Deſigf 
of turning Revelation into Enthuſiaſm, by def 4 
ſtroying all its external Evidences, as inſutfic 
ent to ſupport a rational Belief of its divine 
Authority; not queſtioning but if he coul ; 
once overturn this Ground and Bulwark of thi 1 
Faith, I mean the outward Atteſtations to if 
Truth, he ſhould be eaſily able to convind 
Men of the Weakneſs and Uncertainty. of thi 
internal Foundation, which he only offered, 1s 
perſuade Men the more eaſily to part with thi 
other. It was wrote however with great 
Decency, and Force of Reaſoning, than an 
thing I had ever met with of this kind. 
read it with great Eagerneſs at firſt, and th 
Impreſſion it made on me was ſo ſtrong, thi 
I think, for a Week or two, I did little ell 
but read it. I was no Stranger to his real Di 
ſign, tho' it pleaſed God the Effect it had 
me proved very different, and was, as I veril 
believ 
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heat hbelieve, the firſt Means of leading me into the 
and Knowledge of the Truth. I ſhall endeavour 
hich to explain this by the following Steps. It im- 
lan. mediately occurred to me, on the firſt Peruſal, 

Fhat if the immediate Teaching of the Spirit 
am. vas ſo abſolutely neceſſary to a ſaving Faith 
inden the Truth of Revelation, as this Author 
nent ad ſtrongly labour'd to prove, it muſt be 
Ap. qually neceſſary to our underſtanding the 
Poctrines of it, and conſequently, thoſe Pro- 
Poſitions which in the Light of Reaſon only 
Wppeared to me ſo abſurd, might, in this Di- 
Wine Light, appear with glorious Evidence, 
del ſbnd a * Conſiſtence with one another. 
Ac his pleaſed me in the firſt Reflection; for I 
ivinl vas really tired of the Uncertainty I was in, 
Ind willing to know the Truth. And here, I 
Whought, was a Teacher offered, to whom 
ven my natural Pride and Self-Conceit could 
Wave no Objection to ſubmit, It came now 
ſtrongly into my Mind, that all the ſceming 
Inconſiſtencies, which I could no ways recon- 
ile by my own Reaſon, and had in vain ſought 
for Satisfaction about from others, might, at- 
ter all, not be in the Doctrines themſelves, 
hich might yet be true, but wanted to be 
placed in a proper Light, and explain'd by a 
proper Teacher. Many Things offer'd them- 
Wſclves, which J had never attended to before, 
which at leaſt made this probable, and I be- 
gan to have a leſs Opinion of my own Reaſon, 
as an infallible Guide to Truth: This, I be- 
1 2 lieve, 


On 
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lieve, paved the Way to the next Step which 
it pleaſed Providence to take in bringing me 
out of my own natural Darkneſs into his own 
Divine Light. To which I now proceed. 

It is well known to moſt here, that for a 
conſiderable Time before this, a Place for Di- 
vine Worſhip had been erected by Mr. Whtte- 
field and his Friends, adjoining in a manner 
to my own Dwelling. The Crowds which 
daily attended there, and the uncommonneſs 
of the Thing, excited my Curioſity, at their 
firſt coming, to hear two or three of their 
Preachers. I had been too well acquainted . 
with the Opinion the World entertained of [|My 
them, to expect much Satisfaction from thew 2 
Performances, and therefore was not at all diſ- In 
appointed in meeting with nothing that pleaſed 
me: I only came away confirm'd in what [I 
had ſuſpected at their firſt Appearance, that 
they were a Company of innocent Enthuſiaſts, 
beneath the Notice of any Man whoſe Brain 
was not as much diforder'd as their own. 
From that Time I never thought any thing 
more about them, till after the Interval of I: 
t near a Year, it came into my Mind, that as |! 
theſe Men, tho” they made no Pretences either We 
to Learning or Eloquence, nor indeed any | 
thing elſe that I could ſee to recommend them, Þþv 
( yet had evidently been ſucceeded in reclaiming Ih 
| many notorious profligate Sinners, to a ſober In 
and regular Behaviour, (for as to any thing . 
farther, I ſtill believed nothing of it) ſome E. 
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Inſtances of which came within my own 
Knowledge, and others were fo well atteſted, 
as to admit no reaſonable Doubt of the Fact; 
theſe Things made me begin to queſtion, 
whether, after all, theſe Men might not be 
Inſtances of this divine Teaching, which I was 
now full of in my own Imagination. How- 
ever, the Thought made no laſting Impreſii- 
on, and in Time, both that and the Occaſion 
of it entirely wore off, and I thought no more 
Jof the Matter. 

The Time of my Deliverance now drew 
nigh. It was not long after this, that I was 
waked with aſtrong, but to me, at that Time, 
altogether unaccountable Impreſſion, that 1 
muſt that Morning go. to the Tabernacle. I 
am not, I think, much inclined in my own 
emper to Superſtition, and therefore, with- 
but making any Reflection upon it, endeavour'd 
to compoſe myſelf to ſleep. As it was conſi- 
lerably before my uſual Time of riſing, 1 try'd 
n vain to argue myſelf out of a Thing which 
2 me appeared a Fancy, and not worth the 
carding. At laſt, finding my Attempts to 
leep to no Purpoſe, I roſe and went; and I 
on't remember that I found any remarkable 
fect of the Diſcourſe in general. I came 
way with a better Opinion of the Preacher 
han I had formerly cntertained, but without 
ny Deſign of going again. But Providence, 
hich bad, I truſt, more gracious Views i: 
nding me thither, repeated the ſame Imp: -:- 

nons 
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ſions, to which I yielded with leſs Reluctanc 
than before. And it was now that this Divi 
Teacher, of whom I had formerly had ve 
diſtant and imperfe& Ideas, was pleaſed i 
manifeſt his own Almighty Power. T 
Word came no longer as the Word of May 
which I was at Liberty to entertain or rejeal 
Cloathed with a Divine Authority, it reach; 
and cut me to the Heart; and, in one Hou 
taught me to know more of myſelf, and moi 
of a Saviour, than the vain Study of my who 
Life had ever been able to diſcover. 

The Preacher had choſe, or, as I believifi 
was directed to chuſe for his Subject, that gl 
rious Character of our bleſſed Saviour, a Friet 
to Sinners. Thus at once it pleaſed God 
ſhew me my Miſery, in a Light infinitely df 
ferent from what I had ever ſeen it, and at til 
ſame Time to point out a glorious Remec 
every way equal to my Guilt and Miſery. 
returned from the Place in a Temper of Milf 
which I can no way ſo well deſcribe, as 
the Words of the Pfalmiſt, Pſalm cxxvi. 
When the Lord turned again the Captivity 
Zion, we were as thoſe who dream; eve 
Thing appeared ſtrange ; all was Wonder: 
Surprize : -- Grief and Joy, Hope. and Fe 
alternately took Poſſeſſion of my Soul. 
threw myſelf on my Knees, under the Pov 
of every Paſſion that can agitate the hun 
Mind; nor did I rife without ſome Hope t 
God had heard me, and would pluck my Fe 
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t of the Net, and ſet them on a Rock, even 
the Rock of Ages: It was not long after 
is, that I had Cauſe to add what follows in 
e next Verſe of the above-quoted Pſalm. 
Wen was our Mouth filled with Laughter, and 
r Tongue with Singing. . The Lord hath done 
eat Pings for us, whereof we are glad. 
I needed now no extraordinary Call to carry 
e again to the Tabernacle. Hours appear'd 
dious whilſt I was abſent from it. I ſlept in- 
ed, but my Heart awaked. I had ſeen ſo 
uch of God's Glory, and felt ſo much of his 
race there, that I needed no Exhortaticns to 
o up unto the Houſe of the Lord. Nor was 
diſappointed when I came there. With 
mble Gratitude I can ſet to my Seal, that 
od was there, not once only, but often ; nor 
ould I loſe the Remembrance of many an 
our J have ſince ſpent there, for the greateſt 
leaſures that can be found in the Tents of 
in. Indeed, I ſoon ſo totally loſt the Reliſh 
f what Men commonly call by the Name of 
V1. Wleafure, that it really was a Pain to me to be 
bliged to have any thing to do with them; 
Ind I was almoſt forry to think that I had no 
ore valuable Sacrifices to make, when I gave 
em up- for better Enjoyments. When 1 
ention the Evidences I have had of the Di 
ine Preſence at the Tabernacle, I don't mean 
> confine them to that Place only. I bleſs 
od I can with equal Sincerity ſay, I have en- 
Woyed the fame in other Aſſemblies of his 
People; 
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People.---May he graciouſly. continue them, 
wherever his Providence may caſt my fature 
Lot! — | | i 
It was impoſſible for me to attend in this 
publick Manner the Worſhip of God, amongſt 
a People univerſally contemned, and hated and I 
deſpiſed, without my old Companions taking W!l 
the Alarm. They miſt me at the ufual Places of 
Diverſions, and as I had no defire to conceal 
them, they were ſoon informed of the Mor He 
tives of my Abſence. I eaſily forefaw this, Wit 
and knew what I was to expect in the Opi- WL 
nion of thoſe, whote Acquaintance for a Com ſo 
ſtancy, at leaſt, I was obliged to refign ; I {till Wt 
loved ſeveral of them, and it was far from a WV: 
pleaſing Thought, that I was now going to ſa 
appear in their Eyes, in no better a Character ſer 
than an Enthuſiaſt and a mad Man. I had no Fer 


Reaſon to expect better quarter tor myſelf than pn 


I had given to others; however, I thank God . 
I eafily got over this Difficulty, and have ſinee : 
met with better Treatment rom many of Wh: 


them, than I really imagined 1 was like to re- ſol 


ceive. From this Time, by a diligent Study fin 
of the Word. of God, and humble and con- Ine 
ſtant Prayer for his Spirit, to lead me into all Fins 
Truth, I gradually became convinced of many 
Errors. Thoſe Doctrines which were once Foo- 
liſhneſs to me, whilſt I remained in Darkneſs, 
now appeared with a Divine Evidence, when 
I became Light in the Lord. I muſt not In- 
{tance in Particular, having, as I ſuppoſe, -al-Sfult 

l readyſpir 
lt 


. ſ 25 ] 


ady ſtretched this Account to an unuſual 
ength, it will be ſufficient to ſay, that as far 
I am acquainted with the Sentiments of this 
d Thurch, my own do not, I believe, materi- 
g differ, and if in any Thing I am yet mi- 
of Haken, may God reveal even this unto me] 
al I have already obſerved with how much 
>» Wcnderneſs it pleaſed God to lead me at firſt 
s, No the Knowledge of myſelf, my Guilt and 
i- Miſery : At the ſaine Time he revealed a Sa- 
jour to me in all the Glories of his Perſon, in 
Il the Suitableneſs of his Offices, and all the 
onders of his Grace. I had never any 
oubt of his Power, or willingneſs to ſave Sin- 
er Jers in general; but when I came to make the 
10 Ferlanal Application, here aroſe the firſt and 
onſiderable Difficulty. I could not, I durſt not 
y, that he loved me and gave himſelf for me. 
appeared, indeed, clearly to me, that all 
hom the Father had. given him in the Pur- 
es of his Eternal Love, ſhould come to 
m, and ſuch he would not refuſe ; but I 
new at the ſame Time that the fooliſh Vir- 
ins knocked, yet to them he would not open, 
d many would only ſeek and not ſtrive to 
nter into the Strait Gate, and ſhould not be 
le ; and why might not this be my Caſe ? 
en his gave me many a melancholy Reflection. 
n-. wo ways occurr'd to me to remove this Diffi- 
al-Fulty. The expreſs Teſtimony of the Divine 
dyFpirit as a Witneſs in my Heart, of my Inte- 
ſt in this Saviour. This I had lately heard 
D much 
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fore obliged ſolely to have Recourſe to 
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much of, as a Privilege common to all 
lievers, and had ſeen and talked with fe 
who had themſelves been favoured in this 
ner; tho' I confeſs, the manner in which t 
explain'd what they felt at ſuch Times, 
not ſeem intelligible to me then, nor am I. 
capable of anger underſtanding the 
counts they have given me of it. I was the 


Scripture Account of this Matter ; and 
the ſeveral Paſſages which mention the Sx 
of God, as bearing Witneſs with our Spit 
that we are the Children of God, our be 
ſealed with the Holy Spirit of Promiſe, Eph 
13. and many others to the ſame Purpe 
ſeem'd to me to imply no more than a pa 
cular powerful Application of the general I 
clarations, or ſome particular Promiſes to t 
Soul, by which he is enabled to ſee his o 
Intereſt in them, in a fuller Light, and a cle 
er Manner, than when left only to the actin 
of his own Faith. This, tho' I could not 
I had been taught it by Experience, yet I clet 
ly underſtood, and earneſtly wiſh'd and pray 
for; but as it did not pleaſe God, either 
that Time, or fince, to reveal himſelf in t 
manner to my Soul, I had then no other M 
thod of obtaining Satisfaction in this import: 


but difficult Enquiry, but by comparing tl 


Change I had found wrought in myſelf, wi 
the Marks laid down in Scripture, of tho 
who were regenerated and born again. As 


dread 


E FI 

1 freaded to deceive my own Soul into a falſe 
- Weace, and knew fomething of the Deceitful- 
& of my own Heart, I never ſet about this 
nquiry, without imploring, in the moſt 
wmble manner, the Divine Illumination. 
And here it was, that I have often found Com- 
ort, which tho' it falls much ſhort of that full 
\furance of Faith which others have attain' d, 
d in which they rejoice with Joy unſpeak- 
dle; and may be beſt expreſs'd by what the 
poltle calls, good Hope thro' Grace, yet has 
hitherto ſupported me, and will, I truſt, 
ine yet more unto the perfect Day; being 
lly perſuaded of this, that he, who I bumbly 
ope has begun a good Work in me, will pre- 
ve and carry it on thro' every Difficulty, 
ill it be perfected in the Day of Redemption. 
o him I defire to commit the keeping of my 
oul, who is able to cauſe all Grace to abound 
dwards me. Secure of this, that the everlaſt- 
g Covenant, of which he is the great and 
Wit cul Surety, both can and will fecure all 


I. 


ho are intereſted in it, ſafe thro' Faith to 
Clegg ter nal Salvation. | 

Jra) | 

her 


Having thus, my Chriſtian Friends, with 
W Plainneſs and Sincerity, endeavoured to 
Nee the ſeveral Steps by which it has pleaſed 
e all-oracious God to begin and carry on his 
Jon Work | in my Soul, and given the Reaſons 
the Hope that is in me, to you of this 
hurch I ſubmit the above. wpitten Account. 
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neareſt in Sentiments with my own, and wil 
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It was deſigned for your Satisfaction. If it ſh 
have anſwered this End, and you believe 
the Judgment of Charity, that I have fou 
Mercy of the Lord to be faithful, you wall 
I hope, think me altogether unfit for 
nearer Relation, in which I defire to ſtand 
to you, I ſhall only beg 150 Patience, whill 
mention the Reaſons which determined 
Choice to this Place. = 

The Society amongſt whom I received 
firſt Impreſſions of Divine Grace, not bei 
formed into a Church, nor, as I appreheif 
likely to be ſo, from the very Nature of ti 
Conſtitution, I could not, whilit I confi 
myſelf to them, either diſcharge the Duty, 
receive the Privileges peculiar to thoſe who 
Members of a particular Church; 1 ſoon Wl 
my indiſpenſible Obligation to walk in this 
well as other the Ordinances of the Lord. 
was therefore now left under the Divine 
rection (which, I truſt, I ſincerely aſked 
the Language of the Spouſe ; Oh tell me, if 
whom my Soul loveſt, where thou feedeſt, wi 
thou cauſeſt thy Flocłs to reft at Noon; for 
ſhould I be as one who turneth aſide by the Fi 
of thy Companions) to join with that Soc 
which ſhould, upon the whole, appear to 


I was moſt likely to be eſtabliſhed and bY 
up in my moſt holy Faith. I had, from 
Infancy, been no Stranger to the Docti 
preached and embraced among you, w 

u 


undder the Patoral ede my * Vacks | 
Feder late Reverend 


e r was 1 formers 
Shogether Re IM 


many, af ths 
bers of this Sch bee Life, and 
Converſation adorned. the Doctrine of God gur 
Saviour. 1 Indeed they were at at Time, by 
much too ſtrict and holy for me to take any 
W Pleaſure, in their Arquaintance, or Convxrſatioꝶ 
They are now, many, of them, Ibelicye,.an 
Glory, and, I, deprived. of a; None! as 
not reliſh.'till I had 4 loft it, and noyy think of 


with Sorrow and Regret. However, I am 
rſwaded, the ſame Principles, and the ſame 
Practices are ſtill continued amongſt thoſe who 
ſurvive, or have been fince admitted, This 
is no Time nor Place for Flattery, I ſhall 
therefore only ſay, that I am, from a perſonal 
Acquaintance with your preſent Reverend Pa- 
ſtor, which I ſome Time ſince contracted with 
this View, entirely ſatisfied im His private Sen- 
timents, as to the Fundamental and Material 
Doctrines of the Goſpel. His publick Admi- 
niſtrations have been frequently bleſs'd and 
owned, to my Comfort and Eſtabliſhment in 
che Faith, and will, I truſt, be further uſeful 


the Knowledge of my only Lord and Saviour, 
in whom I defire daily to grow up, as my 
ead in all Things. As theſe are the-preſent 
real Sentiments of my Soul, and the only 
iews with which I deſire to be admitted as a 
Member 


for my Edification and Growth in Grace, and 
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Methber of this Church; ap o you,” 
Chriſtian Friends, 1 once more ſubmit the 
whole of this Aecount ; earneſtly, at the fame 
Time, deſiring, if it meet with your Appror 
bation, all your' Prayers to the God of all 
Grace, the Father of our Lord Jeſus Chrift, 
that he will eſtabliſh, confitm; and ſettle mie 
in the Knowledge of the Truth, and enable 
me to walk as a Fellow-Heir with you of 
our common Salvation, thro” our only Lord 


and Saviour, to whom be Glory. "Amen. 9 
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R. CRUTTENDEN. 
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Upon Reading the 


EXPERIENCE of Mr. R. Cruttenden, 


FORMERLY 


Common-Hunt to the Lo RD Mayor of London. 


By the Reverend Mr. WHriTEeFieLD. 


„ Q OO 


ND can it be? Is Cruttenden brought Home 
To Jesvs CHRIST? Come Saints and Angels, 
come, 

Help me to praiſe, belp me 1” adore that GOD 
Who ſent his Sox to waſh him in his Blood. 
| Praiſe we the Son, praiſe we the HoLy GuosT, 
bo him hath raiſed when dead, bim found when loſt. 

| And thou, dear Man, who late hath felt his Pow'r, 
Flenceforth let Praiſe fill up thy ev'ry Hour. 8 
What hath GOD done for thee ? What ſpecial Grace . 
In thee as well as me hath taken Place ? 
Ob that thou dſt now the Pulpit re-aſſume, | 
And from thy Heart proclaim that there is Reom 
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Kiſe, Cruttenden, now blow thy Goſpel H 
Up, take the Fields, hunt now for fallen Men, 
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Ard tell them how his Blood hath made theo le. 
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Is Jesv*s Side * each believing Soul, 1 
| And tell them how his Blood hath made thee whole, © 
| Riſe, Cruttenden, now blow thy Goſpel Horn, 
And refcur Souls;-by Sin and Satan torn, — VER 
Up, take the Fields, hunt now for fallen Men, | 
And tell them how they may be born again. — | 


c Why fprinkt thou (back? Fear not — Thy gracion, þ 
1 Lord 3» & | Y 
f Will thee ſupport, dene and rund 1 
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"The Dns Rignr of * . 


And the NECESSITY of an 


Epiſcopal Comnmution 


E O R 


Preaching GOD's WORD, 


And for the valid Miniſtration of the 
Chriſtian Sacraments, 


Proved from the 
Holy SCRIPTURES, 
AND THE 


DocTRINE and PRACTICE 
OF THE 


Paimitive Church. 


TOGETHER 
With an impartial Account of the falſe Principles 


of Papiſts, Lutherans, and Calviniſts, conceru- 


ing the identity of Bisnors and PaESBVTEIRS. 
ALSO 


The valid Succeſſion of our ExcGrrtsyn BISROPS 


vindicated, againſt the Objections of PxzsBy- 
TERIANS and Romanisrts. = i 
| AN U 
The Popiſh Fable of the Nags- Head Conſecration 
of Archbiſhop Parker fully refuted. 


By Ho MgS BRETL, LD. - 
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